Pattern   of  Western   Civilisation

ENVIRONMENT is not merely physical but cultural and social also.
This includes social organizations, languages, religions, arts,
sciences, conventions, beliefs, etc. When civilizations are classified
into Eastern and Western, does each of these possess a pattern which
is correlated with whatever is meant by East and West? Has there
been a constant pattern of either of these civilizations during the
time they have been Eastern and Western? Or is it the case that
the patterns have been in a constant state of flux and change, so that
each of these has any significance only when the date and time are
mentioned? England, for instance, has been England for the last
two thousand years and the civilization of the English people has
been Western civilization. But the pattern has not been as constant;
it has undergone continuous changes, so that a pattern is significant
only for a particular period of time, Elizabethan civilization is very
different from the Victorian and the post-World War civilization.
Even during the shorter period since the Puritans came to America,
the changes in the culture of America are striking. "Imagine your-
self living in Boston in 1776," says Professor Malcolm M* WilJey.
"There would have been no fine city streets, nor seven-story
buildings. There would have been no trolley cars nor automobiles.
Newspapers were of the simplest kind, published once a week, and
containing 'news* months old. Farm life prevailed. There would
have been no factories and humming looms. No moving pictures
would have existed to provide the evening's entertainment In fact,
life in Boston in 1776 would have been far more ample than it is
even to-day in a remote New Hampshire farm community. At least
the latter has the telephone, the radio, and the newspaper to bring
contacts with distant centres.